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November S, 1899 1920 

Plague in Niuchwang. 

Shanghai, September SO, 1899. 
Sir : I beg to hand yon herewith the official reports re plague in 
Niuchwang, and to call your attention to the fact that apparently the 
disease was carried from Swatow to Niuchwang (say, 1,400 miles). So 
far as I am able to learn, this is the first time plague has gone so far 
north on this coast as Niuchwang, and the outbreak at Niuchwang has 
been the most severe one on this coast this year. 

I have the honor to be, John Goodnow, 

Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary op State. 

[Inclosure.] 

Medical officer's report ore bubonic plague submitted to a public meeting of foreign residents 
held at Messrs. Bush Brothers' offices, Niuchwang, September 11, 1899. 

Bubonic plague is the most fatal of all known epidemic diseases. From 25 to 70 per 
cent of the population are usually attacked where an epidemic occurs, and of these at 
the commencement about 90, and later on a smaller percentage, die. 

The climate most favorable to its spread is a moist, hot one. A temperature of over 
85° generally checks an epidemic, as does also extreme cold, but there have been some 
notable exceptions to this rule, such as in Moscow in 1770 and on the Volga in 1878-79, 
where severe epidemics raged in the severest winter weather. We, therefore, can not 
rest assured of our Manchurian winter stopping the present epidemic or preventing its 
recurrence. 

Bubonic plague appeared in this port for the first time, as far as can be ascertained, 
in the third week in July of this year, in the village Wutaitzii, and about the same 
time in the west of the town. It is impossible to accurately determine its origin, but, 
judging from the experience of other countries, it was most probably introduced by 
persons infected with the disease arriving from the South, who contaminated the atmos- 
phere and soil in their immediate neighborhood. From the centers it spread eastwards, 
and up to the present shows no signs of disappearing. On the 8th instant in one com- 
pound 6 corpses and 9 men, sick with plague, were discovered, and on the same day in 
4 houses, close together, 12 deaths took place from the same cause. Fatal cases have 
occurred in a foreigner's compound, and people have recently died from, and others are 
sick with, plague, and in dangerous proximity to our milk, meat, and food supply shops 
in the main street. There has been heavy mortality amongst the lower animals, rats, 
dogs, pigs, chickens, ducks, geese, cattle, and deer having died in unusual numbers. 
Cattle have died in our butchers' yards and dairies, and who can tell what has become 
of these carcases? 

Plague is transmitted by : 

1. Contact with sick. 

2. Contact with diseased animals that have died of plague. 

Note. — There are lour mortuaries containing, it is estimated over 2,(00 bodies. 
Of these, 400 to 500 are plague corpses deposited in the Shantung guild mortuary, 
200 to 300 are plague corpses deposited in the Tientsin guild mortuary, situated 
outside the South Gate. Other bodies placed in their coffins are deposited on the 
ground outside the South Gate and elsewhere. In M6ngtze it has been observed that 
the outbreaks of plague always start from the neighborhood of the cemetery. Chinese 
report to me that of the recent cases they attribute the attack in 20 instances to the 
victims having visited a theatrical performance which took place near the Tientsin 
guild mortuary. 

The cooperating causes are : 

1. The overcrowding of dwellings. 

2. Uncleanliness, which is the most potent one, more especially the accumulation of 
diseased organic matter around houses and the saturation of soil by filth. I therefore 
consider the authorities should direct their efforts to the following points : 

1. Prevention of the introduction of fresh centers of this disease. 

2. The thorough cleansing of streets and drains and the keeping of the same in a 
sanitary condition. 

3. The erection of suitable hospitals, where the sick may by treated by Chinese and 
foreign doctors. 

4. The disinfection of infected houses with compensation for destruction of property. 

5. The proper burial of the dead. 
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The above suggestions, which, if adopted, would benefit Chinese and foreign resi- 
dents and prevent serious injury to trade, might be carried out without much opposi- 
tion, but it would be, I am afraid, useless to suggest the compulsory removal of the 
sick. 

In conclusion I would address an earnest word of warning to foreign residents. You 
can not expect to live in your present unsanitary surroundings of plague on all sides of 
you and escape it altogether. Sooner or later, if nothing is done, one or more foreigners 
will be victims of this foul disease. 

You are in danger from — 

(1) Its close proximity to you ; 

(2) Contact with servants or others who are infected with plague ; 

(3) The introduction of it into your houses by diseased animals, and from 

(4) A poisoned food supply and infected clothes. In one milk shop there is a brothel, 
and in the other a dangerous cesspool. 

It behooves you all, therefore, to be up and doing. If you take adequate precautions 
and insist on all that can be done being carried out there is no reason why this scourge 
should not be stamped out, ar.d this port remain the healthiest in China. In all that 
you do, remember that you will be fighting for the benefit of trade, for the health' and 
lives of Chinese, as well as for yourselves, your wives, and little ones. 

C. C. dk Buegh Daly, M. B., B. C. L. 

Resolutions passed at a public meeting of foreigners, held at Messrs. Bush Brothers' offices, 
Niuchwang, on Monday, September 11. 

Niuchwang, September 11. 
This meeting resolves — 

1. That it can not but view with apprehension the outbreak of bubonic plague at 
this port, involving, as it has already, the lives of many Chinese, besides injuring trade 
directly and indirectly and exposing foreigners to risk of contagion. 

2. That foreigners here are in a position of peculiar danger, living as they do 
practically in a Chinese town, there being no municipality, no drainage, or cleaning of 
the streets and no supervision of the food, water, and milk supply, or of laundries. 

3. That as the foreign residents have not any authority to carry out any measure of 
self-protection, they look to the Chinese Government to take immediate steps to stamp 
out the plague from the port 

4. That they have heard with great disappointment that the scheme of sanitary 
matters proposed by the consuls and commissioner of customs has not been adopted by 
the Chinese authorities. 

5. That, as an appeal to the local authorities has failed, the consular body be respect- 
fully requested to make a joint appeal to Peking urging the high authorities to take 
immediate action. 

6. That the measures ordained should at least comprise : 

1. The medical inspection of all shipping, native and foreign, inward and outward. 

2. The appointment of a sanitary board. 

3. The establishment of a suitable quarantine station and adequate staff. 

4. The cleansing of the drains and streets, and the keeping of the same in a sanitary 
condition. 

5. The suspension of the import and export of coffins with corpses by either junk or 
steamer. 

6. That no coffins be stored in mortuaries, but be buried at once. 

7. That no shops be allowed to supply meat, milk, vegetables, etc., or do any laundry 
work for th,e foreign community unless in receipt of a certificate from the sanitary board 
as to their sanitary condition. 

7. That the Chinese Government should bear the expense necessary to carry out these 
measures. In the event, however, of its inability or unwillingness to do so the minister 
and Central Government be asked to sanction the levying and collection of a special tax, 
as two per thousand on gross value. 

8. That should the Central Government refuse to carry out a thorough and compre- 
hensive scheme to stamp out the plague, this meeting of foreign residents earnestly 
urges on the consular body the great importance of obtaining for them control in sani- 
tary matters over a limited area, and respectfully requests them to use every effort to 
secure the same. 

9. That a temporary market be erected on Mr. Edgar's south property for the use of 
natives, dealing solely with foreigners, such a market to be under supervision of a 

foreigner, and that foreigners should combine to start such a market. 

10. That the following gentlemen be elected as a committee : 

Messrs. H. Schmidt, Decker, McCaslin, Daly, H. A. Bush, Toniguchi, Carson, and 
Nesbitt. 
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11. That the committee be empowered to convey these resolutions to the consular 
body and take any steps they may consider necessary. 



Reports from Cienfuegos, Tunas, Casilda, and Santa Cruz. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, October 23, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended October 
21, 15 deaths have occurred in this city, 4 from malaria, 2 from intes- 
tinal diseases, and 2 from tuberculosis. No contagious diseases reported. 
Death rate is 19. 73 for the week. 

During the month of July there were 153 deaths in this city, of 
which 47 occurred in the civil hospital ; in the month of August there 
were 141 deaths in the city, and 32 in the civil hospital ; in the month 
of September there were 109 deaths in the city, 35 in the civil hospital, 
making a total for the three months of 403 in the city, of which 114 
were in the civil hospital. As the patients in this hospital are from 
the entire province of Santa Clara, the death rate in this city is con 
siderably raised. 

Inspected 12 vessels on departure, and 15 on arrival, during the 
week. 

Tunas. — Dr. Francisco Eavella, reports 15 deaths, 2 from malaria, 2 
from intestinal diseases, and 1 from tuberculosis. No contagious dis- 
eases reported. Seven vessels were inspected during the week. 

Casilda. — Dr. Alejandro Cantero, reports 5 deaths during the week, 
1 from malaria. No contagious diseases. Four vessels were inspected 
during the week. 

Santa Cruz. — Dr. Juan E. Xiques reports 2 deaths during the week. 
No contagious diseases. Eight vessels were inspected during the week. 
Eespectfully, J. M. Lindsley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Records of the Protector in disinfection at Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, October 21, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith, as requested by Bureau 
letter of September 22, no initials, a report of the records made by the 
Protector in the matter of disinfecting vessels and baggage. The work 
done by the Protector at this station this year must not be taken as an 
index of her capacity. The deficiency in the machinery was made up 
by the energy and willingness of the officers and men. 

Eespectfully, M. J. Eosenau, . 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 

Havana, Cuba, October 19, 1899. 

Sie (Through medical officer in command) : I have the honor to furnish you the 
statement desired regarding the record, day, week, and month of the Protector in the 
matter of disinfection of vessels and passenger baggage. 

This information would have been submitted at a much earlier date had it not been 
that the work of the station required such constant attention as to make consecutive 
clerical work almost impossible. 



